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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
you don't miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first copy 
you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit 


a NT panic! 


If you haven't got 00 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 
5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you’re getting your copies from 
your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 12 
parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts at 
£1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers from 
the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastern Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth part). 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
address below stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. If 
paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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TALES OF FARTHING WOOD 


Welcome to our Reader’s 
page — it’s packed with 
your letters and drawings. 


ALL ABOUT...Frogs 
Leapfrog over to this page 
and find out about them. 


FASCINATING FACTS 
Noses are funny-looking 
things, but what would we 
do without them! 


DISCOVERING NATURE 
Get up to some ant antics 
this week and make an 
amazing ant farm. 


CREDITS 


HOW TO DRAW 

‘What's a phenakistoscope?’ 
| hear you ask. All will be 
revealed shortly. 


SECRET WORLD OF... 

An anthill 

Who'd have thought so 
many ants could live in one 
little mound! 


PUZZLE IT OUT 

The Hedgehogs suggest 
some fun games to play 
when it's raining outside. 


Photographs: Ardea Ltd FF1(b)), (Liz Bomford) FF2(t), (J P Ferrero) FF1 (tl), 
(Adrian Warren) FF2(c); Bruce Coleman Ltd (Dieter & Mary Plage) FF1 (), 
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Blossom) AA2, (E A Janes) AAB-4(t), (Roger Tidman) AA4(tr); Oxford 
Scientific Films (Alistair Shay) AA4(tl); Patrick Llewelyn-Davies/ 
Telemagination SW1(tl); Sunset (Gerard Lacz) AA1. 
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Key: AA = All About...; Cll = Colour it in; DN = Discovering Nature; 

FF = Fascinating Facts; HTD = How to Draw; PIO = Puzzle it out; 


SW = Secret World. 


They found their way blocked by a deep 
trench. Together they peered over the edge. 


he Rabbits rushed out of town so fast 

they didn’t see which way they were 
going. They hopped over a building site 
looking for the other animals. 


At the bottom of the trench the noise was 
unbearable. A workman was using a 
pneumatic drill and the ground shook. 


Whoosh! First Mr Rabbit slid down into the 
mud ... then Mrs Rabbit joined him. “I’m not 
panicking,” she cried as she fell. 


“T can’t bear this,” moaned Mr Rabbit, with 
his teeth chattering. Mrs Rabbit took her 
paws away. “They’ve stopped now,” she said. 


“Let’s hide in this pipe,” suggested Mrs 
Rabbit. They clambered inside and put their 
paws over their ears. 


Whistler spotted the Rabbits and flew down. 
“I’ve come to show you where the others are,” 
he called out helpfully. 


“Can you help us get out of the trench?” 
asked Mrs Rabbit. “Well, you could try 
climbing up my back,” he suggested. 


“Me first!” demanded Mr Rabbit. “Ladies 
first,” said Whistler firmly as he sat down on 
the ground. Mrs Rabbit climbed on to the 
heron’s back. 


Whistler stood up carefully. Using his head as 


a step Mrs Rabbit bounded out of the trench. 


But when Mr Rabbit tried he was too heavy 

for Whistler to lift. “I shall have to get help,” 
the heron said. “That’s right, go off and leave 
me,” moaned Mr Rabbit as Whistler flew off. 


Mrs Rabbit tried to help her husband out but 
instead she slipped back into the trench 
herself. Back at the animals Whistler told 
them he had found the Rabbits. “T need help 
to get them out of the trench,” said Whistler. 
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“Now that you’ve found them I'll go back,” 
said Fox. “Be very careful,” warned Badger. 
“Remember what happened at the river.” 
“Those Rabbits always cause trouble,” said 
Mole to Badger after Fox had gone. 


The animals were together at last and they 
set off on the last lap to White Deer Park. 
They stopped at the boundary fence. “Me 
first,” screamed Weasel, ready to push past 
all the others to get in. 


Back at the trench Fox told the Rabbits to 
get on to his back. Then he struggled up 
the slippery side to the top. 


Just then a great White Stag came up over 
the brow of the hill. He made his way towards 
the group of animals. Welcome to White Deer 
Park,” said the White Stag. “News of your 
coming reached us a while ago.” 


“T think Toad should be first into the park,” 
said Fox. “After all, he led us here.” “Let me 
greet you,” said the White Stag, looking down 
at Toad. “To make the journey once is 
remarkable, to do it twice is extraordinary.” 


The White Stag led the animals into the 
Park. “It’s thanks to Fox we got here,” said 
Badger. “We’d never have made it without 
him.” “I only wish we all could have made it,” 
said Fox as they looked at their new home. 


Next week: A Farthing Wood Friends page. 


All About... 
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DEER CHECK they escaped from parks. Look at the 
Including Fallow, there are six different difference in size (they are measured at 
kinds of wild deer in Britain. Red and shoulder level) and the shapes of their 


i} 
Roe deer are natives - that means they antlers. These deer are in their glossy i W 
have lived here for a long time. The summer coats — in winter their coats No Wf 
others were brought here from other are duller and thicker and most spotted F 


countries and formed wild herds when deer lose their spots. 


66Greetings from the Great White Stag, 
overlord of White Deer Park. Me and my herd 
of white deer are rather special because 
there are no other herds quite like us. 
There are some wild, white deer — usually 
they're Fallow deer — but they are mixed 
in with other, different coloured deer. 

Let me tell you about Fallows. They're 

the most common deer in the woodlands 
of England, Wales and Ireland. Wild 
Fallows are very shy and all you might 

see of them is a flash of white as they 
bound away. Fallows are different from 
other wild British deer in two ways: 

their antlers are broader at the top than 

at the base and they can come in different 
colours — the normal reddish brown, paler 
brown, black and white.99 


<qMuntjac deer are up 
to 48cm high and have 
dark face stripes. 
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ASika deer reach about 80cm, 
have slender antlers and spotted 
coats in summer. 


I 


> Chinese 
water deer 
grow to 55cm, 
have no antlers 
(they have two 
tusk-like teeth 
instead) and no - 
white tail patch. 


‘V Red deer grow to 
120cm, have antlers 
with several points and 
a reddish brown coat. 


Roe deer are 
about 65cm high, are 
never spotted and 


The commonly-coloured male Fallow is have simple antlers. 


called a buck. He is a magnificent sight in 
summer with his rich, reddish brown coat 
speckled with white spots. He also has a 
black stripe down his back and tail, a 
white chest, belly and underside of the 
tail. There is a white patch round the tail 
outlined with a horseshoe-shaped black 
line. He is about the size of a goat and his 
shoulders are about 95cm off the ground. 
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WHAT A PRONK! 

If a Fallow deer is alarmed it will 
usually leap towards cover, flipping 
its tail to show its white patch as a 
warning to other members of the 
group. Sometimes it does a strange 
thing known as ‘pronking’. It bounds 
along on all four feet, its legs as 
straight as pogo sticks. Then it 
stops, stares and bounds off again. 
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Fallow deer can come in 
lots of different colours. 
White Fallows are not 
albinos - their eyes and 
nose are normal. Close-up 
you may see a slight 
dappling. Black Fallows 
have a glossy summer 
coat with a paler dappie 
which is difficult to see. 
Menil Fallows have a pale 
brown summer coat with 
a brown line down their 
back and tail. They all 
turn a grey-beige colour 

in winter. 


All About... 


Growing up 


66Fallow deer used to live 
here, before the Ice Age, 
and were brought back by 
the Normans who kept 
them in special deer 
parks. Many Fallows 
escaped and formed 
wild herds.99 


For much of the year the bucks and does form 
separate groups. In summer they feed mainly at 

dusk and dawn in fields close to woods. They eat 
grasses and other plants. In winter they move into 
the shelter of the woods where they find supplies 
of nuts. Trees where Fallows have been feeding 

have a flat-bottomed shape 2m above ground. 


At the end of May and the 
beginning of June, pregnant 
does look for quiet spots. 
They need a thick covering of 
grasses and bushy plants, 
such as bracken, where they 
can give birth. Each doe 
usually has just one baby, 
called a fawn, which she licks 
clean as soon as it is born. It 
can take its first steps within a © 
few hours but is very shaky on 
its legs and gets tired easily. 


The mother leaves her fawn 
alone so that she can graze 
but returns to feed it a 
number of times during the 
day. After about two weeks 
the fawn starts to follow its 
mother around and eventually 
eats plants, like her. They 
usually rejoin the herd of 
other does and fawns and 
the youngsters play and 
chase together. 


GROWING ANTLERS 
Female fawns don’t grow antlers. But after their birth 
males grow a pair of bony humps, known as 
pedicles, on the top of their head. Short antlers 
grow out of these humps in summer. They 
shed these antlers the following spring and 
grow a sturdy new pair. These have two 
short spikes pointing forwards and a 
broad pair of spiky branches 

pointing backwards. 


When buck fawns are over a year 
old they leave their mother and join 
a buck herd. They take part in 
mock fights, shoving each other 
with their antlers to decide who is 
the strongest. Serious fights take 
place in October and November 
which is the rutting (mating) 
season. Mature bucks groan 
loudly, thrash at bushes and trees 
with their antlers and scrape the 
ground with their feet. This tells the 
nearby does that they are strong, 
powerful and ready to mate. 

Once a buck has rounded up a 
group of does into his territory, he 
defends them fiercely against any 
other interested bucks. If a rival 
buck can’t be chased away, they 
face each other and clash antlers. 
Usually the weaker buck backs off 
before he receives any serious 
injury but occasionally he is killed 
or both die because they cannot 
untangle their antlers. 


They are covered in hairy 
skin, called velvet. Towards 
the end of August they rub 
off the velvet against trees 
and saplings. They are left 
with clean, hard, strong 
antlers which they use in 
fights with other bucks. 


/ How To Draw. 


Moving parts 3 


There are all sorts of animated toys you 

can make using just a sheet of card and a 
few paper fasteners. Here are a couple for 
you to try using Farthing Wood characters. 


WEASEL ON THE RUN 


3 Stick a dowel rod or pencil to 
Weasel’s back with glue. 


ee 


Q Q] Trace Weasel’s 
: body and the circle with 
the legs on to card. Cut 
the shapes out and 


colour them in. 


Push the stick along and 
see how Weasel runs! 


<i j —_—— 2 
Q Fix Weasel’s legs to @ ‘ 
her body with a paper | { j J 
[ fastener. Make sure the os ) 
| yA legs spin freely. f \ y 


e KISSING HEDEENOGS @ @ PULL @ Fixthe Hedgehogs to 


the strips of card using four 
paper fasteners. The left 


. + one to the outer red dot 
- andinnerreddot.The right |e Pp 
_ one to the outer black dot 


and inner black dot. 


3 Hold the strips at the Sd w) v 
» ends and pull them | 
outwards to make the \ y 
Hedgehogs kiss! | 
= —— 


q Trace the Hedgehogs and 
two strips on to card. Cut the 
shapes out and colour them in. 


66in autumn | often perch on 
a big old yew tree in the 
churchyard, looking for a bit of 
peace and quiet. But during the day it’s never 
quite as peaceful as you might expect. If you 
sit quietly you’ll be amazed how much wildlife 
you can see. 
There are lots of shady nooks and crannies 
the church building, walls and gravestones 
ere many insects and even the odd tasty 


mouse might lurk. In this churchyard, sheep 
help to keep the grass down and a variety of 
flowers and fungi sprout round the graves. 
Bats roost in trees or even in the church itself 
- but they probably avoid the bell tower which 
can get very noisy when the ringing starts.99 


Owl’s Challenge: the old brick wall is 
crawling with woodlice. How many 
can you see? 


Common yew trees are often 
found in churchyards. In 
autumn, birds eat the red 
berries, but watch out - the 
leaves, bark and seeds are 
poisonous. 

= 

Noy 


Fairy-ring mushrooms 
sometimes grow in a circle on 
short grass or lawns. People 
once thought they were magic 
circles used by fairies. 


The Churchyard beetle 
comes out at night which is 
when you might spot it in 
dark cellars or old buildings. 
In the picture a Churchyard 
beetle is lurking in a 
shadowy corner under the 
lid of a tomb. 


They are quite difficult to spot but if 
you’re careful and beady-eyed you 
should be able to find 8 woodlice. 


The Noctule bat is one of the 
\ : largest British bats anda 
j ‘ Hs, superb flyer. It spends the day 
roosting in a hole in a tree. 
After dusk Noctules perform 
aerobatics to catch insects. 
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Jacob sheep can have one, two 
or even three pairs of horns. This 
four-horned ram has a strong 
curved pair and a smaller pair 
growing sideways. A two-horned 
ram has spiralled horns. 


Lichens are formed by a plant 
and a fungus growing together. 
They come in all sorts of shapes 
and colours, often adding bright 
patches to trees, rocks, walls or 
gravestones. Caloplaca 
heppiana is a fairly common 
lichen seen as orange blotches. 


Death-watch beetles cause a lot 
of damage when they burrow into 
old timber to lay their eggs. 

Sometimes they make a spooky 

tapping sound and in the old days 
people thought the noise was a 

sign of death but it is only 

the beetle knocking 

against wood to 
attract a mate. 


Greenfinches eat seeds and 
turn up in all sorts of places. 
They may even enter the 
churchyard to tuck into a 
feast of rice or bird-friendly 
confetti thrown at a wedding. 


Ivy is a great plant for climbing trees 
and clambering over walls, tombs 
and ruins. In autumn, flies and wasps 
are attracted to the sweet, sticky 
nectar in the ivy flowers. 


Discovering 
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'S HALL@2WEE 
Halloween occurs on the last day of 
October and this is when witches fly 
and ghosts are supposed to appear. 
Whether they do or not, it’s a great 


excuse to put on spooky costumes, 
hang up a few bats and have some fun! 


NOVERING BATS 


Make some batty bats to hang around your room! 


You will need: black card, black crepe paper, 
scissors, sharp pencil, glue, sticky tape, elastic. 


5 | Copy or trace the body template 
twice on to card. Copy or trace the 
wing template twice on to crepe paper. 
Cut them all out. nis 


@ Stick the wings on 
top of one body with 
glue, as shown. Then 
glue the second body 
on top of the first. 


3 Make a small hole through 
the middle of the bat’s body with 
the tip of a sharp pencil. Thread 
a length of elastic (shirring elastic 
is best) through it, knotting the 
end underneath. 


WALLOWEEN LANTERN bow chopping board, black fat tp highetent 


My first is in spider and also in spun, 
My second in laughter and always in fun, 
My third is in magic but never in trick, 


My fourth is in apple and also in pick. 

My fifth is in kite and also in sky, 

My sixth is in witch but never in why, 

My seventh’s in darkness and also in night. 
Use me at Halloween to bring forth some light. 


What am |? 
, és sass ; ‘upjduund e :amsuy 
Put the pumpkin on a chopping board and ask an @ Draw a mouth and two eyes with the black 3 Puta nightlight mi the base of the pumpkin and i’ 
adult to slice the top off for you. Keep the top. Use a felt tip. Ask an adult to help you cut out the shapes. _ ask an adult to light it. Put the top of the pumpkin ae 
spoon to scoop out all the pumpkin flesh. Hold the pumpkin on the outside and use a sharp knife. back on. Watch your eerie lantern glow in the dark! 


HALLOWEEN COSTUME 


Have fun dressing up with your friends! 


WIZARD'S HAT 
Draw a circle, 50cm across, 
GHOSTLY GHOUL on black card. Cut a slit to 
Wear white gloves. __—the centre of the circle, slide 
ae . o o o o (2) | one edge over the other to 
| make acone shape that fits 
° om, ) your head. Tape down the , 
; \ "fae edge. Make a hole each 
ff side of the hat, thread a 
piece of elastic through 
| and knot each end. 
| Paint on stars and 
| moons using glue 
| 
| 


Paint your 
face black 
and white 
with face 

Paints. 


ww 


Wear a black 
sweater and 
leggings. 


and sprinkle with 
glitter. 


Maite and cut out 
holes for your eyes. 


MURDER IN THE DARK 
Cut out as many squares of paper as there are 
players. Mark an X on one square, and D on another. 
Fold the squares in half, put them in a hat and let 
each player take one. The player who picks out the 
X is the murderer, he/she mustn’t tell anyone. D is 
the detective, he/she tells everybody. The lights are 
turned off and everybody, except the detective, 
hides. The murderer creeps up to someone and 
whispers “You’re dead” and runs off to hide. The 
victim screams, and the lights are turned back on. 
The detective has to find out who the murderer is by 
asking questions. Only the murderer can lie. The 


Draw some 
green warts on 
your face with 


Draw a squiggly mou 
bey Shi face paints! 


using a red pen. 
\ 


\\ 
Drape\an old yi | 


sheet over yourself. 
| | 


| | 
| 


Wear anything 
black that you 
can find. 


| 
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Put on white 


Tape or sew on 


briefs, bone shapes : " : 
Cover a dowel socks and cut out of white detective has 3 guesses to find out whodunnit! 
Cut some long, rod or ruler with gloves. card. 


green nails out of 
card and stick them 
on your " 
fingers with 
Blu-tack. 


foil, stick ona 
cardboard star 
covered with 
glitter. 


FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + ~“SCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FAGSS + FASCINATING FACTS 


KEEPING DRY 


All plants and animals need water but 
too much of it can be a problem. When BROLLY FUNGUSP 
it rains we can wear a raincoat or put A lot of toadstools look 


. like little umbrellas and in 
up an umbrella. But plants and animals a wayitiat's whalthey 


Vv WETSUIT 

This Water shrew 
looks silvery because 
it has air trapped 
under its fur. Water 
shrews spend a fair 
bit of time in the water 
but never really get 


<SPREAD 
YOUR WINGS 
Lots of water birds 
produce a special 
oil to keep their 
feathers 
waterproof. 
Cormorants and 


have to make do with what they’ve got are. They usually have a wet. Long guard hairs Shags don’t make 
to deal with a drenching. There are lots curved, protective cap on make sure the fur the oil so after 

of ways to keep dry in the wild, from top. The rain drips off the underneath stays dry. diving for fish they 
waterproof fur to special shelters. cap keeping the gills and have to hang their 


wet wings out 
to dry. 


spores underneath dry. 


| must look 
after my 
feathers. 


fe : What is full of 
@) holes yet still 


holds water? 
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MESSY EATER 

One of the hazards of being a 
heron is that you often get your 
feathers covered in messy, wet 
slime — thanks to a diet of fish 
and frogs. Whistler has a nifty 
way to deal with unwanted 
sliminess. He produces a powder 
from the feathers on his chest and 
combs it through his feathers to 
keep them in good condition. 


'/ -W BEACH BOUNTY 
Coconut palm trees rely on sea 
power to spread their seeds. 
Fallen coconuts float out to sea 
in a waterproof husk which 
keeps them dry. If they wash up 
on a beach, the nut starts to 
grow roots in the sand and may 
eventually grow into a tall tree. 


A NOSE CLOSE 
Look at this Alligator’s nose and you can see 

its nostrils are shut tight to keep out the water 
when it dives. Alligators also have ear flaps, a 
flap at the back of their throat and eye shields 
to make sure they stay dry inside. 


DRIP TIPS» 
Tropical trees and 
plants growing in 
rainforests are 
used to getting a 
regular drenching. 
Most of them have 
pointed leaf tips to 
throw off rainwater, 
so their leaves don’t 
break under the weight. 


BONE-DRY 


This Water fern likes 


is not too keen on 
getting totally wet. 
The top surface of 
the fern can’t 
actually get wet 
because small hairs 
make the water form 
droplets and it just 
rolls off 

in beads. 


<BAT BIVOUAC 
These white, 
Tent-making bats 
look as snug as can 
be in their leafy 

tent. The bats 
cuddle up in a long 
leaf which folds 
over to make a 
roof-shaped shelter 
and keeps them dry. 


© Puzcle it ouf Bee? 


AS PRE 


AS A BIRD 


Kestrel was winging her way far from Farthing 
Wood. After miles of fields and few houses, 
she suddenly spied a stately mansion 
standing in a beautiful garden. “I must go 
down and see,” she said to herself. 

As she flew down, she noticed what looked 
like an enormous birdcage with lots of 
brightly coloured birds inside. Kestrel 
perched on a tree nearby and peered in. 

“I’m Kestrel,” she introduced herself. “Who 
are you?” 


_ to the aviary? 


“I’m a parakeet,” said a big, bright bird. “The 
others are budgies, canaries and finches.” 

“Why are you in this cage?” asked Kestrel. 

“This is an aviary kept by the owner of the 
mansion. He enjoys looking at us because we 
are so colourful. He talks to us, too, but | don’t 
think he realizes that we understand.” The 
parakeet gave a hoarse chuckle. 

“Are you ever let out?” Kestrel asked. 

“No,” replied the parakeet. “We were born 
and bred here. We rely on people for our food 
and would find it difficult to fend for ourselves 
in the wild, especially in winter. A few budgies 
escaped last week and who knows what’s 
happened to them.” 


FIND THE AVIARY 
Can you see the way through the garden 


“ESCAPED BIRDS 
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BIRD WORDSEARCH 

First unscramble the name of each bird. Then 
try to find the bird names in the wordsearch, 
Read across, down 

and diagonally. 


5 Fin 
FINISH 


Poe Gy 


Can you find 5 budgies 


RINGLAST 


SEO i eb 


Puzzle it out ===" 


Kestrel was horrified. “You will never know how 
it feels to soar high in the sky, to fly for miles 
and then return home. | can’t imagine what it’s 
like to be a caged bird.” 

The parakeet chuckled again. “Oh, it’s all 
right,” he drawled. “We’ve got lots of friends 
and have a good old gossip every day. 


WHO AM I? 


contain in the clues. 


Can you solve this riddle? It helps if you 
write down all the letters that both words 


My first is in swan and also in swim, 

My second’s in whisper and also in whim. 
My third is in sight but not in see, 

My fourth is in fir but not in tree. 

My fifth is in tail but not in wing. 

My whole is a bird that returns in the spring. 


We don’t have to worry about being hunted 
or getting killed and the food’s great.” He 
gave a whistle. ; 

Kestrel was beginning to feel hungry. “I 
better go off and hunt,” she said. As she 
swept up into the sky, she thought how 
lucky she was to.be free. 


WRONG BEAKS 
These birds have swapped their 

beaks — can you put the right beaks 
on the right birds? 


* ™ 


@ Fold up the bottom edge, leaving a small 
J Take a square piece of paper and fold triangle at the top. 
the bottom corner up to the top. 


GY 


8 Fold the paper in half sideways, making @ Fold the top layer backwards at the point 
sure the edges meet. where the triangle meets the top edge. 


$ Turn the paper over and fold the top piece 6 Put up the wings of your Tumble bird, throw 
back in the same way. it in front of you and watch it turn over and 
over as it falls through the air. 
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Colour it im 
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